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Childhood sweethearts from
Southampton, UK, are tying
the knot tomorrow, 64 years
after being separated by
disapproving parents. Bill
Labram and Peggy Fryer, 80,
first fell in love in 1947, but
Peggy’s father felt his
daughter was too young, and
the pair went their separate
ways. After Bill’s wife passed
away in 2007, Peggy decided
to track him down again.

� $100M EARNINGS

Freelancing
bid pays off
O u t s o u r c i n g w e b s i t e
Freelancer.com has celebrated
passing the $100 million mark
in user earnings.

The site allows anyone to post
a project on a site where
freelancers can make a bid for
the work.

Freelancer.com estimates
$100 million has been paid out
through projects on the site
across more than 400 categories
from design to business cards,
T-shirts and more.

The top five outsourcing
countries were the US, UK, and
India, followed by Canada and
Australia.

According to the site, the top
freelancing countries were
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh,
the US and the Philippines.

After years of resisting we’ve fi nally gone and 
got ourselves a Facebook page. After years 
of searching for a cool name we’ve come up 
with mxnewspaper. Impressed? Yeah, well, 

them’s the breaks. Anyway, the point is, if you 
want to get your mX news before the paper 

hits the street each day, now you can. All you 
have to do is friend us. Who knows, we may 

even become best friends :)

facebook.com/
mxnewspaper

After years of resisting we’ve fi nally gone and
got ourselves a Facebook page. After years
of searching for a cool name we’ve come up 
with mxnewspaper. Impressed? Yeah, well,

ADD US!

� FESTIVAL ACTS

Gotye helps
fill the bill
Melbourne singer-songwriter
Gotye will play New Year’s Eve at
the Peats Ridge Sustainable
Arts and Music festival.

Platinum-record-selling artist
Xavier Rudd will also appear on
the bill, announced today, along
with UK deck spinner A-Skillz,
who is returning to Australia for
the first time in three years after
a sell-out tour in 2008.

The line-up will include UK
breakbeat duo Stanton Warriors
and American rock band The
Dum Dum Girls.

The festival will run from
December 29 to January 1.

Tickets go on sale at 10am on
September 12.

For more details and the festi-
val line-up see peatsridge-
festival.com.au.

Does this mean Hughesy is a blockhead?
It’s sweet to be a famous dad. Japanese sculptor Kenji Ogawa tries a bit of comedian Dave
Hughes, one of the celeb chocolate heads he’s created for Darrell Lea in the lead-up to Father’s
Day. The heads will be auctioned on eBay for the Save the Bilby Fund. Picture: CHRIS PAVLICH

� FAMOUS OFFSPRING

Name game for
beyoncing baby
Erin Michael

When Beyonce graced the VMA
red carpet this week wrapped in
a red dress and even more rapt
with her baby bump, the music
biz was buzzing about a real-life
Destiny’s Child.

But with the beyoncing baby’s
daddy being rapper Jay-Z, social
networks are speculating as to
what the future hip-hop prince
or princess will be named.

This year alone, celebs have
chosen some beauties for their
bundles, including Bear Blu
(A l i c i a S i l v e r s t on e ) an d
Moroccan (Mariah Carey).

Fans flooded Facebook to
assist Beyonce with names, with
Halo and Mini-Fierce popular.

The ‘‘JayonceBabyNames’’
hashtag on Twitter had tweeps
liking Jayon, Beyonzee and
Shawonyce Knowlique.

Social researcher at McCrindle

Research, Mark McCrindle, has
compiled a list of Australia’s
trending baby names.

He said the celebrity approach
to names and nicknames was a
‘‘growing phenomenon’’.

‘‘The celebrity standard of
names and nicknames is cer-
tainly flowing through to us,’’
McCrindle told mX.

‘‘(This year) we’re seeing more
people named after places, hav-
ing surnames as first names and

double-barrelled names and
deliberately awkward spelling.’’

McCrindle noted the trend of
food and nature names such as
‘‘Fern, Meadow, Ocean and Cin-
namon, Saffron and Chilli’’.

He said celebrity mash-up
names hadn’t hit yet, but we’re
spelling some names in alterna-
tive ways, such as Abbey-Gale.

McCrindle suggested Beyonce
and Jay-Z’s baby’s name was
guaranteed to be ‘‘out of the box’’.

� SUSPECT ARRESTED

Seized ‘ice’ worth a cool $465,000
Police seized 2kg of crystal
methamphetamine ‘‘ice’’ worth
more than $450,000 yesterday
afternoon.

The haul was made during
an investigation into the supply
of the drug in the inner Sydney
area.

Heav i ly armed of f i cers

swooped on a 34-year-old man
in the car park of a shopping
centre in Beamish St, Campsie.

The man was allegedly trying
to sell the drug for $465,000
when he was arrested.

He was refused bail and was
expected to appear in Burwood
Local Court today.

Police also searched proper-
ties at Belmore and Lakemba
and seized items as evidence.

Anyone with information
about the supply, cultivation or
manufacture of prohibited
drugs is urged to contact police
by calling CrimeStoppers on
1800 333 000.

Cathy Watson 
on haunting memories

‘Six minutes and 21 seconds:
long enough to wrap your arms
around feuding children and
remember how incredibly
precious they are, and how
temporary is this world.’
It’s now six months since the tsunami devastated Japan and,
even now, a six-minute video clip haunts me. And it reminds
me that some memories reverberate, and retain their sting
even decades later.

Like Bangladesh. I was sitting in my car listening to the
news. A flood in Bangladesh had obliterated tens of
thousands of people. I sat at the lights, unable to comprehend
the tragedy. As I sat there, a pretty cappuccino-coloured kitten
skipped across the pedestrian crossing. I admired its beauty
and agility. As I watched, a car sped around the corner and in
seconds the kitten was reduced to a pulverised mass. The
lights changed and I moved forward, tears pouring down my
face. I wondered that I would cry for a small kitten yet shed no
tears for the loss of thousands of human lives.

Today, technology has brought the world closer. Someone
sent me a link to 6 minutes 21 seconds of tsunami as it
encroached upon a city street in Japan. At first it seemed like
a puddle of water seeping over the road. Slowly, it crept
forward. The water teased as it encircled cars, buildings, its
progress not like a torrent of fury, but more like a gentle,
wandering tide. One minute the water swirled into a shopfront.
Only minutes later, the water rose to above the shelves, to the
ceiling, until the shop was engulfed. The footage was
unsteady as the unwilling participant in the drama climbed to
higher ground.

Cars conducted a slow dance to the music of the water, first
holding their ground, then swaying as the tide took them,
bearing down softly on each other. But still the only sound was
the growing pile of water. No crashes as houses were firmly
wrenched from their moorings, just an ominous creaking.

There was little audible reaction from the others watching
with the cameraman. Perhaps they too stood like me, hands
to mouth, unbelieving, feeling voyeuristic yet unable to tear
eyes away from the tragedy unfolding.

So much can change in 6 minutes and 21 seconds. A
healthy father suffers a stroke and falls hemiplegic to the
ground. Without warning and witness, a beautiful nine-year-
old takes her final breath during a camping trip.

A baby makes a bloody and primal entry to the world awash
with nausea, pain, relief and delight. A person commutes pre-
occupied to work or school or appointment on a sunny day
oblivious that survivors are searching in the snow and rubble
for remnants of their lives, thousands of kilometres away. Six
minutes and 21 seconds: long enough to wrap your arms
around feuding children and remember how incredibly
precious they are, and how temporary is this world.

It is long enough to feel grateful, blessed, indignant,
generous. So much of life disappears without a trace; perhaps
it’s time to step back from the whirlwind of our self-imposed
frenetic delirium that leaves little time for spontaneity.

Let’s remember to overlook the unimportant and to bask in
memorable life-giving moments.

� Cathy Watson is an mX reader who prefers to look
longingly on the brighter side of life.


